


The Doctrine of the 'Millenium
Cathblic Point of View

In Catholicism the term "milleniun ies synomus with the Kingdom
of God., Cathonlics believe the "millenium or Gnd's kingdom beran with
Christs birth., Millenium means the Kingdom of God on earth--it does
not have to last a thousand years, Those whno believe it is one’'thbu-
sand years count from 225AD and to them it is over. Others ecount
from the birth of Christ so to them it ie also empnleted, Some be-

lieve it occured during the middle ages,
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In thé expression "Kingdom of God," the innermn$t teaching of
the 014 Testament is summed uwvn, but it should be noted that the word
kingdom means ruling as welly thus it signifies not so much the actual
kingdom and the sway of the king,

The Prophets dwell on the thought that God is the Supreme King
and that by Him alone all kings rule. And when the temporal monarchy

has failed, this same thought of God's ultimate rule over Vis pennle



ie brought into clearer relief till it culminates in the grand pro-
phecy of Dan., 7:13, to which the thorghte of Christ's hearers must
have turned when they heard Him sbeak of His kingdom,

In the New Testament the speedy advent of this kingdom is the one
theme, Af every stage in Christ's teaching the advent of thies king-
dom, its various aspects, its precise menaing; the way in which it is
to be attained, form the staple of His discourses, so much so that
His discourse is called "the gospel of the kingdom", And the various
shades of meaning which the expression bears have to be studied., In

the moutb of Christ the "kingdom" means not so much a goal to be attain-

ed_or a place--though those meanings are by no means excluded; it ie

rather a tome of mind--it stands for an influence which must rermeate

men's minds if they would Ve one with Him and attain to His ideals.

It is only by realizing these shades of meaning that we can do
Justice to the parables of the kingdom with their endless wvariety.
At one time the "kingdom" means the sway of grace in men's hearts.
At another time it is the goal at which we have to aim, Again it is
a place where God is pictured as reigning. In tke second vnetition
of the "Our Father"--"Thy kingdom come"--we are taught to pray as
well for grace as for glory. As men grew to understand the Divinity
of Christ they grew to see that.the kingdom of God was also that of
Christ--it was here that the faith of the good thief excelled.

So, too, as men realized that this kingdom stooed for = certain
tone of mind, and saw that this peculiar spirit was enshrined in the

Church, they began to spéak of the Church as "the kingdom of God."

The kingdom was regarded as Christ's, and He presents it to the Father,



The kingdom of God means, then, the ruling of God in our heartsyit
means the benign sway of grace; it means the Church as that Divine in-
stifution whereby we may make sure of attaining the svirit of Christ
and so win that ultimate kingdom of God where He reigns without énd

in "the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

Ged."



Frotestant Point of View

There are many and varied versions of Protestant view pointe
in regard to this doctrine., The middle of the road is the general
view held by most,

The term millenium denotes in theology the thousand years of the
kingdom of Christ on earth referred to in Rev., 20:1-€6, The belief
is that Christ will reign personally on the earth with his saints for
one thousand years or an indefinitely long veriod before the end of
the world.

The main thing is the conception of a glorious ﬁeriod of peace
and joy in which the elect shall dwell under the immediate personal
rulership of Christ, on earth, after his return and the close of the
present dispensation. It never includes the concaption of an earthly
perfection of the Church. The millennial reign is not an ideal condi-
tion of the world brought about previous'to and independently of the
second coming of Christ. It is a supernatural, extra-historical ir-
ruption of the other world into this world which is not vrepared for
it and strives to resist it., The millenarian belief has in common
with the Church's doctrine a hope for the visible reavpearance of
Christ, but goes further when it intercalates between this and the
end of the world a reign of a thousand years.

The belief in the millenium is older that the Christian Church.
Protéstants deny that scriptures supporting the doectrine can he found
in the 0ld Testament,

As the opvosition became obvious between the old Jewish hope of

a happy life of the just in Palestine, and the new idea of a2 heavenly



kingdom before which this world should pass away, it may have been

an attempt to reconcile the‘two which gave rise to millenarianisem,

It was not, however, even in the time of Christ, the universal feeling
of the Jews,

The teaching of Christ is not millenarian. His coming is identie
cal with the last judgment., This is also the belief held in Catholie
cism,

The explanation for millenial teaching in the early Church is
that the first Christians were of Jewish birth and they held their

desire for the restoration of the Jewish kingdom and the union of all

nations:in the worship of Yahweh,

After the Reformation, it became a favorite doctrine of mystical
enthusiasts and sects, who loonked uvon it as a comfort in the disan-
pointment of their wishes and hopes, TFrom the middle of the eigh=-
teenth century, it began again to penetrate more deeplv into the 1life
of the Church,

There were many controversies conecerning this doectrine. It was
with Augustine first that this doctrine was finally settled, It was
henceforth an established principle that the Church was the kingdom
of God upon earth,

Among the monst recent theologiansg, acecording to their attitude
toward the text of Scripture and the Revelation in particular, some
reject the doctrine altogether, while others are not willing to give
up a refined form of it,

The early Fathers most commonly looked for the second advent at

the end of €,000 years of the world's history.



The two views of the millennium.are distinguished as pre-and
post-millennium, With manyv minor but unimportant differences, the
pre-millennialists holds: (1) t}e millenium is a period of world-wide
righteousness, ushered in by the sudden, unannounced; visible advent
of Jesus Christ. (2) The Gospel, purely as witnese, is first to be
proclaimed throughout the whole earth.

The post-millennial doctrine is as follows: (1) Through Chrisﬁian
agencies the Gospel gradually permeates the Entire world and becomes
immeasurably more effective than at vresent, (2) The condition reached
will continue for a thousand years,These are two of the main differen-

ces in theiviews ke 1d by these two opnosing factions.

Seventh Day Advehtists

Christ's second coming wilﬁ climax a sequence of stupendous events
-=political and religious--which will involve the entire populationn
of the globe and mark the end of the world, or age, as we know it to-
day. In that day, when "the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel and with the trump of
God,"™ the graves of all God's children will be opened, the "dead in

Christ" shall rise, and all true Christians alive at that moment will

[y

belﬂcaught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air" (IThess.4316-17), |

‘ They believe that the followers of Christ who ars raised, or
translated, at His second coming will live and reign "with Christ a

thousand years" (Rev. 20:4)., However, they believe thie reign will

take place in heaven, not on earth, which will remain a desolated,

depopulated wilderness throughout this period.



& INVESTAGATIVE JUDGEMENT >}
18 44
Retuen oF
Now CH'QIST\

= f,oo‘oyRS
HEAVEN {CiTy OF Gob)
® Executive TupeemenT

EARTH DesolaTE

—

48T Resunﬂz'c/r‘l!c

(i SaTan And DEmons KOAm
N

Second Resurrection Fox
BUiL wwe MRe celiteesTen

At the ciose of the millennium, the earth will again become a scene

of great activity, with the resurrection of the wicked, the return of

the righteous from heaven, the setting up of the New Jerusalem on earth

and the execution of final judgment upon the unrepentant (Rev., 20).

is7r

DVENT <
QHRisT ENTERED THE
vac»ru»tzy T r's BEuu¢
ClennsgD

2NDADVENT

g/

Heaven ATy oF Geb)

*_:,,_ 2300 Dhys

K

— TR PESOANTE —

70 wks & | N VESTIEATIVE  TUDGEMENT>
4Qoyee * s+ _iBio YRS S
& 31AaD 344D % : ipoo yes ”
45780 844 ST RESURRECTION

RESURRECTION



Truth

God has permitted the world to be deceived (Rev., 12:9), God de-
signed His word to be a stumbling bloek to those who sgeek to wrest the
seriptures (Isa,28:9-13),

There is an orderly plan being worked out here on earth. God
has ordained that men see and understand this plan in their own order
(ICor.15:23). God has chosen a few now, and they understand Wis word
and are now being judged (IPet.4:17).

At Christ's return those who are now members of the Church of
God will be born into the God Family (TThess.4:13-17). Those humm s
alive at this time will repopulate the earth. The millenhnium will
be spent.on the earth.

The apostle John wrote that he éaw an angel who "laid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him, a thousand years...and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive
the nations no mere, till the thousand y~ars should be fulfilled®
(Rev.2032-3), This first resurrection occurs "at the last trumv: for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptibhle,
and we shall be changed" (ICor.15:52),

When Jesus returns to earth, the saints will be with Him--they
will ever be with the Lord, He comes in the clouds of this earth's
atmosphare wherein'they meet Him and then accompany Him to this earth,
That is where the saints shall ba. The Bible nowhere teachew that
the saints return to heaven for the millenium (Zech 1434:Micah 431-4),

Tﬁe earth will not be desolate during the millenium, Jeremiah

4323-31 ies often 1lifted out of its context and misapnlied to the thou-



sand years, If one would gtudy the book of Jeremish from tha beginning
it would be noticed that these verses are not referring to the thousand
years., The prophet warns Judah that'Nebuchadnézzar of Babylon is coming
"to make thy land desolatejand thy eities shall be 1aid waste without
an inhabitant" (ve 7)., This is sveaking of Judah, not the whole earth,
The "whole land shall be desolates yet will I not make a full end"
(vs‘27).

The millenium is the time God has set to really start to save the
majority of the people, Blindnese will be removed--the paonle will

see God's mercy and lawe clearly,
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Tundamental Characteristic of the Doctrine (§ 1).
Rise of the Doctrine (§ 2).
" Christiec and Pauline Doctrine (§ 3).

Periods of Development (§ 4).

Patristic and Medieval Doctrino (§ 5).

Development During and After tho Reformation (§ 6).

Doctrine in the Ilighteenth Century (§ 7).

The Timo and Place (§ 8).

The Number of the Participants (§ 9).

Premillenarianism and Postmillenarianism (§10).

Premillenarianism in Great Britain and America (§ 11).
The term wmillenninmedenoteswin theology the
thousand years of the kingdom of Christ on earth
referred to in Rev. 'xx. 1-6. Millenarianism (qQr
the corresponding word of Greek derivation, ehilis
asm) is the belief in the millennium;, more specifi-
cally, the belief that Chwistwill-reign-personaliy-on
the earth with his saints for ono thousand years or
an indefinitely long period before the end of the
world.

The beliefs widely held at different epochs con-
cerning the sccond coming of Christ and his reign-
upon carth constitute a historical phenomenon
the significance of which can be thoroughly under-
stood only from history itsclf. The definite period

of a thousand, ycars implied by the

1. Funda- words which are commonly used as

mental names for such beliefs is really a sub-
Character~ ordinate and not always strictly
istic of the understood detail; thesmain.thing-is.

Doctrine. the conception . of a alorious- period “of

peace and joy in 6y in which the elect shall

dwell under the immediate personnl rulership of
Christ,-6n ¢arth, aller his return and the close of -
the present dispensation.  Whitcéver modifications
the deetrine may have undergone with its later
representatives, it new 'meiudcs the conception of
anwearthly perfecticn of the Churche in the way of
historical development; thesmillermiglreign-issnot
an-ideal condition of the world brought about pre~
vious to and independently of the second coming of
Chirist by the operation of the divine leaven now
working here. Iwissaesupennaturaleexivashistorienl
irmmption of.the.othoravorld intestbis.woerldswhich
‘is not, _Qmpared for it and strives to resist it. The,
millenarian_belict has in common with'i the.Churels”
the. visible_reappearance of

bhrmt, butb-g gocs | fur chol wxw ,mterc&latcs between
this and the end ol vhe world_a reign of & thousand

P

Tho belief-is-much oldes, as a x_rntter of fact, thanw

the Chrigtian,Qlurch. The conception of a thous

sand-ycar period y {wh is to follow the downfall of
hostile powers, 9 neeted, too, with the resurrcetion
of tho dead, issfound: am&mo&smamsm (q.v.). J.
/Q}_og_. 1ol _pppear in Old-’leqtumcm

2. Rise ,Qph(gy Jroma_scs ‘simply  a
of the  zgign.of the Messmh, in which, after-
Doctrine. tlm restoration of the Jewish ngdom

and. tlic_union..of -all-nations-in-thes

worship-ofs¥ahweh, the happincss of the people
shall express itself in external circumstances of
peace and well- bmnrf (sco Mussian, MESSIANISM);
honce Game thé externalism of later Judmsm which
did not distinguish between literal and bymbohcal
in the words of the prophets, and was impelled by its
position Lo emphasize the political side of its hopes.
But the transcendental side of these hopes was not
forgotten; the conceptions of a general judgment
and an end of this world, of the resurrection of the
dead and a future life, gradually took shape and
acquired strength. Asssthe..opposition..became_
obyious-between- tho-old-Jewish 1_hope of a happy.
life of the just in l’alm,tmo, and the new idca of o
heavenly kmgdom before whxclmm world should
pass away, it may have been an at

tho two which g gave. ave_rise_to millenarianis 6w
not ot, however; even-in.the time of C mf,r,, ~theuniver-,
rsul foolmn; of the Jews. Thc?]ctmlcd concoplmn of

e S Ny

(viii 28 's¢jq).), " where appéirs the following order of”
events: a time of final trial, the coming of the
Messiab, a war of the nations against him, ending
in their defeat, the descent of the heavenly Jeru-
salem, the gathormp; of the dispersed Israclites, a
four- mmdxcd-ymr reign of the Messiah, seven days
of absolute silence, the renewal of the world, the
general resurrcetion, the last judgment., With
such apocalyptic teaching as this is connected the
reckoning of definite periods in the history of the
world; the calculation of six or seven thousand
years which was later so usual in the Christian Church
appears with-the translators of the Pentatcuch
(c. 280 m.c. according to Lagarde, Mittheilungen,
iv. 315, Gottingen, 1&01), and in Enoch (xxxiii.).
The tea hmg of Christis not millenarian, _In
Mark 1, 15 )
of Cod is at hand; but_he knows. noLlunT" ”(’)f any..

. indced, he ¢ IL}]TXOUI\CCS that the kingdom

g B8-S0 SR

dmcxcncc bctwccn h'
comm v

3. Christic g unt)" whlch Lhc whmb :md the
and wes  are 1o grow t()"ethor The
Pauline “Tresurrection of the ]ubb In Luke

Doctrine. xiv. 14 does not follow a prehmmmy
period. The renewal of the world in

| Matt. xix, 28 is connected with the last judgment.
i In depicting the glorics of the kingdom of heaven,

he employs conccptlom existing already, and leaves
his disciples in no doubt that thcrc is an analogy
between the highest earthly joys and the blessings

. of the Messianic period (Mark x. 40, xiii. 27; Matt.

v. 4, viii. 11, xxii. 1-14, xxv. 1-13; Luke xiii. 29,
xiv. 15-24, xxii. 16, 30). But he made it clear to the

| Sadducees (Mark xii, 24~27) that they knew neither
| the Seriptures nor the power of God jf.t hny belicved

that he could (o nothing but repeat in the ofher

. world the order of this; and at the Last Supper he

made the supernatural character of the future
joys plain to his disciples (Mark xiv, 25), _That,
none the lom, something of tho Jewish-npoes LlprLO

‘notions of the Mcssiah passed over into primitive

Chiristianity is easily explained by.the fact that ihe
first™ Chnstlanqﬁﬁi—r(rf{\.]cu1sh birthy Q/I’unl,J it
may ab , least be said that by‘ms-docmnc of w-limited
reign of Christ (I"Cor, %v. 25 8q(.) he gave a foote
- chiliaslic expectations. But

hold in the Church f
their main support_ was in the apocalyptic teaching

of f John (Rcv. XX. 48q7.), complctcly misunderstood
as the passage has been by m'my “commentators
from ~Augustine” down, anrlQltblo a8 /ft, ,/ﬁdds of
posmvc nnorm').txon _even  to modern cnucal

Investigation.,

The later development departed in many partic-
ulars from the Jewish-Christian type, as the Geniilo

‘Christians=translated 4ho-belicf_into. the terms. of

their{old myths of a goldenageper as new inspira~

tions ard=revelafions gave it an individual form,

o }nstory 7 of the doctrine may ho

4. Periods conveniently divided into three m..un

of Devel- periods. In_the first centurics m;
opment.

formed ' a” constant, though mnot an!
unquestioned,  part of tho Church’s|
doctrine, until a radical ch'x,‘n"e in_exfernal circum-s
stances a.nd attitude forced it into the position of
a_Hhoresy.  Affer. tho-Reformation,.it-.became. a.
favorite doctrine of i mystical enthusiasts and sccts,
who Tooked upon it as a comfort in the dlsappomb-
vishes and_ hopes. Trom the middle
of the cwhtccnth ccntury, it began again to pene-
trate more_deeply into_ the life of the Church,
building its_evidence for_the future on the history
of the past.

“In the first of these periods, next to the old Jewis
conceptions, it received its most powerful impulr-.c%

from the persccutions which forced men to look
forwa,rd to an approaching compensation. Tt is



{found not only in Cerinthus, in the)

5. Patristic Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs,"
and and among the Ilbionites, but in the!
Medieval orthodox writers of the post-apostolic |
Doctrine. age, in the Epistle of Barnabas (xv.),'
and in the fragments of Papias (in

Irenweus, Her., V., xxxiii. 3 sqq., and Euschius,
Hist, ecel., I11., xxxix.). Echoes of it are to be foundl‘
also in the first Epistle of Clement (l. 3), in the
Shepherd of Tlermas (i. 8), inthe Didache (x., xvi.),
in the sccond Epistle of Clement, the Apocalypse
of Peter, and the old Roman creed, which closes“
with the belief in the resurrection of the flesh.|
About the middle of the second century Justin1
Martyr (Zrypho, Ixxx.) knows orthodox believers)
who do not share the hope of an earthly petfection|
of the Church, but for himself, regards it as Lho‘..
expression of complete orthodoxy., The doctrine!
appears in Meclito of Sardis (Buscbius, Hist. eccl.,|
V., xxiv. 5) and in the letters.of the Christians of]
Lyons (ib. V., i. sqq.); and Ireneus(Har., V., sxxid. |
sqq.), like Papias, founded his belief in it on the!
words of those who had been taught by the apostics |
themselves. Pheofinstobjection  against™ it Tvas
aroused by its fanatical exaggeration among tho

Western™ Chitirch™ was ™ the Roman presbyter Caius,
| though Iippolytus still followed Irenwmus. The.
. opposition of the Alexandrians was more important.
Origew’s Platonic idealism, teaching him to sce the
,scat of all evilin matter, ranked him among its
opponents (De principids, ii. 11); but this rcasoning
influenced none but the educated class. In Egypt
a bishop, Nepos, professing to defend the literal
sense of Scripture, stirred up a violent agitation
among both clergy and people; the conciliatory
Bishop Dionysius of Alexandria succeeded in quict-
ing it by his writings on the spiritual meaning of the
prophecies. Methodius,. bishop-of«Tyre; supported:
millenavianism. Iis final echo in the Iast was the
polemical treatise of Apollinaris of Laodicea against
Dionysius in the last balf of the fourth century.
It maintained itself longer as a popular belief in
| the West, and the millennial reign was depicted
|in material colors by Commodian, Lactantius, and
Victorinus, bishop of Pettau. HMewasswitheAugus-
sinesfirst (cf. De civitate Det, XX, vii, 0) thatvhis
dectrine was- finally settled. Tt was henceforth an
established principle that the Church was the king-
dom_of_CGod_upon_carth.  With the cessation of
persecution, and still more with. the conversion to-

Chpistinnity of :the-secular. powers,. there-was no
more point.indooking forward to a. period-of earthly
triviph over the foes of the faith., ‘The Middle
Ages- repeated=thesstraditional . formulas. without
speeial interest.  The. expectation oi the end  of
theworld at the conclusion. of. the.first-thousand.
yews.of vhe. Christian.era was only. the.result-of,
Uhe view, usual since Augustine, which reckoned the.
dusatdons 6 the millennial reigny-identificd wwith
thewChueeh, from. thc. beginning of . Christianity.
The apocalypticseets and factions, which proclaimed
the near approach of the age of the Spirit, saw it
not in the return of Christ in external majesty but
in a reversion to apostolic poverty, connected in
Joachim of Floris with contemplation and enthu-
siastic love; in the * Spirituals ” with imitation of
the smallest details of the life of Christ; among the
“ Apostolic Brethren ” with brotherly union under
the rule of a holy pope sent from God. Later, the
teachings of Joachim were used for political pur-
poses in the communistic revolution attempted by
the Taborites of Bohemia (sce Huss, Joun, Huss-
mes, ILL, §§ 3-7).

- Withethe Reformation began the sccond period
oftheshistoryofamillenasianism, . Tho new interest
in Scrim‘u'r}: and_the belief” that the Apocalypse
‘contained-in type the whole history of God’s king-
‘dom on carth, caused Tien o seck in it, the explana~

“tion of the signs.of the troubled times;

Montanists;-its. -first-—literary: “opponent .in the '

page 2

' 6. Develop- and the apparently approaching down-

ment Dur- fall of the “ anti-Christian ” papacy
ing and  scemed a certain prelude to the coming
After the of the Lord. As in thc primitive
Reforma- centuries, the martyrdoms of per-
tion, secuted Protestants recalled the prom-
ises of coming redemption. Some Ana-

baptists prepared for the approaching revelation of
Christ by the_abolition of government and of the
Churel’s teaching Tunction, and ot Mins(er in 1554
established (lic new Zion with community of prop-
crty (sce MUNSTER, ANABAPTISTS IN). Doth the
Lutheran Church in the Augsburg Confession (xvii.)

o .
and_the Reformed in the Tlelvetic Confession (xi.)
rejected this. earicabire of truc millenarianism as

e e Edt e e <
z7lgr<:_gisx()xmz Y Tm’dmsng_; and™thic-Roman~Catholic
body tad-oven Iessrooin {or such speculations, The

theosophy, indeed, of Jacob Bohme and of the mys-
tics who followed Paracelsus awakened apocalyptic
hopes by painting the restoration of Paradisc in the
most glowing colors; buteitewas.in theseventeenth
century that millenarianism had the freest play,
The political convulsions which shoolk Turope, the-
revolutions in Iingland, the religious wars in Ger-
many, the maltreatment of the Protestants in
Trance, spread’ its teaching far beyond the walls
of the conventicle.  Sober and learned men became
prophets under the pressure of the times. Toward
the end of the eentury the Lutheran Church was in-
fluenced in this direction by the Pictistic movement,
Spener himself (ins his Zoffnung Liinftiger besserer
Zeilen, 1693) gave utterance to a refined millenari-
anism, to which Joachim Lange added a still stronger
apocalyptic note in 1730.  The Berleburg Bible (sco
Binris, ANNorati) and tho writings of the Iing-
lish cestatic Jano Lead (q.v.; d. 1704) influenced
thoughtful men in Germany very widely from the
beginning of the cighteenth century.
But the chiliastie doctrines' received their most
powerful. support. from. Johann - Albrecht. Bengel
; (q.v.), whose writings may be said to
7. Doctrine open tho thirdperiod. Lngland, Amer-
in the  ica, and Germany were the countries in
Eighteenth which the doctrine spread most widely.
Century. In the first-named, thesmillenariansect
of-the Plymouth Brethrenarose “be-

“tween 1820 and 1830, and in 1832 4G Irvingites es- |

tablished their ¢ MQHQ_AQOM,({I"}(-.,CD_\W (q.v.),

proclaiming that the Lord was at hand. The Mor-

mons in America laid the foundations of the new

Zion; and the scct of Adventists founded by Will-

iam Miller (q.v., and sce ApvenTisTs) awaited the

coming of Christ in 1847. Meantime, among the
most recent theologians, according to their attitude

toward the text of Scripture and the Revelation in

particular, some reject the doctrine altogether,

while others are not-willing to give up a refined |
form of it.

As old as the doctrine itself are thd attempts to
define the time of the millennial period.  The failure
to arrive at the time fixed proved no discourage-
ment to fresh attempts. I'rom Iippolytus to the

present day there has been a continu-

8. The ous succession of these calculations,

Time and arbitrary enough in both their point

Place. of ‘departurc and their method of
reckoning. Thewearly. I'athers=imost.

commonly looked for the second advent at the end
0£.6,000.years.of .the. world’s history;. and many
definito dates have been confidently announced.
As to the duration.of. the.millennial reign;-morce
unanimity-has-prevailed; resting on Rev. xx. 4, 6
8qq.; Ps. xc. 4; II Pet. iii. 8. ‘Bhesthousand-yeax
period-has been almost universally adopied, though
the Gospel of Nicodemus shortens it to 500 years,
and Bengel, through an exegetical misunderstand-
ing of Rev. xx., makes two successive periods of
1,000. Modern-=millenarians;however; - such as
Rothe, Ebrard, and Lange, discrectly take the



1. lennium - S.H.

thousand years of the Apocalypse as a prophc@ic

symbol, and renounce the attempt to fix a definite

period.  As to the place, the.great-majority of mil- |
lenarians have Jeoked. for the reign. of. Christ. on

Leanthj and its central point (except where scctarian

beliefs have chosen another spot, as with the Mon-

tanists, Irvingites, and Mormons) the restored and

beautified Jerusalem; or the heavenly Jerusalem,

glittering with gold and jewels, was to descend to

carth,

The number of the eleet who are to share these
blessings has also been much discussed. . A too lit-
eral interpretation of Rev. xx. 4 limited them to
| the martyrs and those who remained faithful in the
final persecution; and sectarian narrowness allower
small factions to exelude all who did not belong to
| their communion. The millenarian-

9. The ism of the Church was much wider.

Number of The I'athers (c.g., Justin, Ircnwmus)

| the Partici~ take in all faithful Christians and the

pants.  just of the old covenant. Poirét in-
i cluded pagans, such as Socrates, who
{had been enlightened by the Logos, though these
were not to reign but to be happy subjects.  Many,
{on the basis of the yet unfulfilled prophecics as to
Ithe future of Isracl, have laid it down that the Jew-
ish people, converted and restored to Palestine,
shall form the nucleus of the kingdom of Christ.
Ibrard founds this prediction not only upon Old-
Testament prophecies but also on Acts i. 6 sqq.,
1iil. 20 sqq.; Rom. xi. 20. The condition of tho
participants has also been variously conceived.
‘The later writers dwell, some on the theological
iside of the change which they expect—on a relig-
lious-cthical assimilation to God; others on the the-
osophical side—the spiritualizing of owr nature.
In-all cases they look for the elfect to follow upon
theimnecdiate-.personal. . presence..of . the. Lord-—
though this is conceived in various modes, accord-
ing to the different ideas of the nature of the king-
dom. The representations range through all im-
| aginable pleasurcs, from the intoxication of the
senses to pure contemplation of the divine Majesty.
To be sure, the coarser ideas, such as those of

Cerinthus, of the Ibionites, and of the Sibylline -

Books could find an echo only in fanatics like Iel-
genhauer.  But even higher natures deceived them-
sclves with dreams of a wonderful fertility of nature
(Irenmous) and a numerous progeny (Commodian,
Lactantius). The most idcal conceptions embraced
. the abolition of idolatry, the unity and spirituality
of the worship of God, full knowledge of the truth,
and contemplation of the Godhead in all its essen-
tial glory, to which freedom from the evils of this
[life was added.  Sin was not always understood to
be totally abolished; the transitional period of the
millennium was distinguished from eternity prin-
cipally by the fact that the scarlet thread of evil
stiil ran through it. DBut the power of evil was re-
strained and harmless (Kurtz, Lange), the number
of the clect far surpassed that of sinners (Juricu),
and the baser forms of temptation were no more.
Nature still had the attributes of corruptibility, since
according to Seripture (II Pet. iii. 7; Rev. xxi. 1) the
new heavens and the new earth belong to the con-

plete and final perfection of cternity. (BraTxm.)

Ohiligsm=as-such has held to certain features
‘hich are quite as distinet and permancnt as the

the Jews alone; later. on it was taken over by
“the Christians and they, as the Jews had before

“them, conceived it as consisting of sensuous con- |

ditions (cf.: . W. Weber, System der allsynagogal-
“ischen paldstinischon T'heologie, pp. 333-356, Leip-
sic, 1880). There was a crass materialism or a
violent supernaturalism, fancy ran riot, and cthical
and spiritual clements were largely al)sgnt (ef. Irc-
nwus, Har., v. 33; Eng. transl,, ANF, 1.'5(‘)2—5_03).
This clement persisted and reappears in various
| forms. cspecially in the carlier and the more recent

centuries of the Church,  Sesfat.as chilinsmeis. dis-
inguished from the millennium, it significs the per-
sonal corporcal reign of Christ-on earth a thousand
years, whereas the milleunium does not necessarily

involve the personal presence of Christ during that
period.

The two views of the millenninm are distinguished
as pmf‘, and {posizmillcnniuine With many minor
bug 'uimpor,aﬁ(dirfcrcncc.s', the gaue=millenninlistg

hold(1) the millennium is o period 6f

10. Pre-  world-wide. rightcousness; ushered in
millenarian- by the-sudden; unannounced, visible

ism and  advent.of Jesus Christs(2)- The-Gos

Postmille- pel, purcly as witness, is first-to-be

narianism, proclaimed throughout the whale carth,

(3) Events of tho 1,000 years arc:
(a) the righteous will rise (some limit this to tho
martyrs) and reign with Christ on carth, organi-
zing his everlasting kingdom; (b) the Lord and his
saints will bring about a “ great tribulation ” (Rev.
ii. 27; Ps. ii. 9); (e) Isracl, probably rebellious
still, will confess the Crucified One as the Messiah
(Zech. xii. 10; Rev. i. 7); (d) by the outpouring
of the IToly Spirit, a vast number of sinners yet on
the carth will be converted; (¢) Satan is bound
and locked in the abyss. (4) After the thousand
years, (a) Satan, unbound, makes a short, final,
and vain effort to regain his lost foothold; (b) him-
self, his angels, and all lost souls, raised from the
dead, will be judged and hurled into the lake of
fire, doomed to everlasting torment; (¢) the carth
renewed by fire becomes_the_cternal home of the
redeemed. T st-millennial doctrine. is ag fole
lows: (1) Througli Chrisiian agencics the Gospel
‘wradually permeates the entire world and becomes
immeasurably more effective than at present. (2)
This cendition thus reached will continue for a thou-
sand years. (3) The Jews will be converted cither
‘at the beginning or some time during this period.
(4) I'ollowing this will be a bricf apostasy and tor-
rible conflict of Christian and evil forees. (5) [inally
and simultancously there will occur the advent of
Christ, general resurrection, judgment, and, the old
world destroyed by fire, the new heavens and the
new carth will be revealed (Westminster Confession,
RXXil., XXHiliL), st

In Great Britain and America pre-millennianism
has had many advocates. Among those in Great
Britain were many divines of the Westminster As-
sembly (cf. Robert Baillie, q.v., Letlers and Jour-
nals, Edinburgh, 1841-42; Schaff, Creeds, i. 727-
746), Sir Isaac Newton, Charles Wesley, Augustus

Toplady, Archbishop Trench (qq.v.), Edward Bick-
cerstoth (q.v., 4 Practical Guide to the Prophecies,

London, 1835), Horatius Bonar (Pro-
x1. Pre- phelical Landmarks, ib. 1839), T. R.

millenarian- Binks (Outline of Unfulfilled Prophecy,

ism in  ib. 1854), H. G. Guinncss (Light for the
Great Brit~ Last Days, pp. 338-339, New York,
ain and  1885), C. J. Lllicott (Commentary on
America. I and IT Thess. and IT Tim., London,
1866, 1869), H. Alford (Greck Tes-

1,000 years. At first, the millennium was limited !

{tament, vol. iv., pp. xxxiii., 732, ib. 1871), John

Cumming (q.v., Apocalyptic Sketches, ib., 1852).
Some premillenarians bold to universal restoration

{ (cf. A, Jukes, Second Death and Restitulion of All
| Things, ib. 1878). In Secotland, Ldward Irving

(q.v.) gave a profound impulse to this belief (cf.

| Works, ib. 1879). In America premillenarianism
! bas appeared in three different camps: (1) Chris-

tian scholars, as R. J. Breckenridge (7he Knowledge
of God Subjectively Considered, pp. 667-682, New
York, 1860); J. A. Sciss (The Last Times, Phila-
delphia, 1878), I, R. Craven (Lange’s Commentary
on Revelation, pp. 93, 339, 352, New York, 1874).
(2) The Adventists (q.v.; see also MrLLer, WiLL-
1am), and the Seventh-day Adventists, the latter
with a large publishing-house at Battle Creek, Mich.
Their doctrine differs from the common belief of
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Lvangelical Christians m wwo respects—the sleep
of the squl after death till the judgment, and the
annihilation of the wicked. (3) Evangelists. The
most significant meeting with this interest, follow-
ing a similar convention in London in IFebruary of
the same year, was held in Ioly Trinity Church,
New York, Oct., 1878, which was called by the
request of 122 persons, representing ten denomina-
tions, the results of which are preserved in Pre-
millennial Essays of the Prophetic Conference, Chi-
cago, 1870. And this note is still firmly in the
sermons of many leading evangelists. C. A B,
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Kingdom of Cod (in Matthew, gencrally, ISiNdG-
poM oF IIEAvEN).—In this expression the innermost
teaching of the Old Testament is summed up, but it
should be noted that the word kingdom means ruling
as well; thus it signifies not so much the actual king-
dom as the sway of the king—ef. the Chaldaic mabn,
Dan., iv, 28-29. The Greek Pasiiela of the New
Testament also has these two meanings—cf. Aris-
totle, “Iol.”, IT, xi, 10; II, xiv; IV, xiii, 10. We find
the teaching of the New Testament foreshadowed in
the theoeracy sketehed in Iox., xix, 6; in the estab-
Jishment of the kingdom, I Iings, viii, 7: “They have
not rejected thee, but me, that I should not reign
over them.” Still more clearly is it indicated in the
promise of the theocratic kingdom, II Kings, vii, 14—
16. It is God Who rules in the tileocratic king and
Who will avenge any negleet on his part.  All through
the Psalter this same thought is found; cf. s. x, 5;
xili, 2; xxxi, 23; Ixxxviii, 12, ete. In these passages
it-is constantly insisted that God’s throne is in
heaven and that there is ITis kingdom; this may ex-
plain St. Matthew’s preference for the expression
“kingdom of heaven”, as being more familiar to the
IIebrews for whom he wrote. The Prophets dwell
on the thought that God is the Supreme King and
that by Ilim alone all kings rule; ef. Isaias, xxxvii,
16,20.  And when the temporal monarchy has failed,
this same thought of God's ultimate rule over Ilis
people is brought into clearer relicf till it culminates
in the grand prophecy of Dan., vii, 13 sq., to which
the thoughts of Christ’s hearers must have turned
when they heard IIim speak of IIis kingdom. In
that vision the power of ruling over all the forces of
evil as symbolized by the four beasts which arc the
four kingdoms is given to “one like the son of man”.
At the same time we cateh a glimpse in the apocry-
phal Psalms of Solomon of the way in which, side by
gside with the truth, thero grew up among the carnal-
minded the idea of a temporal sovercignty of the
Messias, an idea which was (Luke, xix, 11; Matt.,
xviii, 1; Acts, i, 6) to exercise so baneful an influence
on subsequent generations; ef. especially Ps. Sol.,
xvii, 23-28, where God is besought to raise up the
King, the Son of David, to erush the nations and
purify Jerusalem, ete. In the Greck Book of Wis-
dom, however, we find the most perfect realization
of what was truly implied by this “rule” of God—
“She [Wisdom] led the just man through direct paths
and shewed him the kingdom of God”, i. e. in what.
that kingdom consisted.

In the New Testament the speedy advent of this
kingdom is the one theme: “Do penance: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand”, said the Baptist,,
and Christ’s opening words to the people do but re-
peat that message. Atccvery stage in Ilis teaching
the advent of this kingdom, its various aspects, its
preeise meaning, the way in which it is to be at-
tained, form the staple of Ilis discourses, so much so
that Iis discourse is called “the gospel of the king-
dom”. And the various shades of meaning which
the expression bears have to be studied. In the
mouth of Christ the “kingdom” means not so much
a goal to be attained or a place—though those mean=
. ings arc by no means excluded; ef. Matt., v, 3; xi, 2,

cte.—itrig rather a tone of mind (Luke, xvii, 20-21),
" it stands for an influence which must permeate men's
minds if they would be one with IIim and attain to
His ideals; cf. Luke, ix, 65. It is only by realizing
these shades of meaning that we can do justice tq

the  parables of the kingdom with their endless
variety. Afoone time the “kingdom” means. the

- sway of grace in men’s hearts, ¢, g. in the parable of

the sc‘cd growing sceretly (Mark, iv, 26 gq.; cf, Matt.,
xx1, 43); and thus, too, it is opposed to and explained
by the opposite kingdom of the devil (Matt., iv, &;
Xli, 25-26). /_\t another time it is the goal at which
we_have to-aim, e, g Matt., iii, 3. Again it s a
'pl_ucc where God is pictured as reigning (Mark, xiv,
%:'))‘. In the second petition of the “ Our Father”—
“Thy kingdom come”—we are taught to pray as
well for grace as for glory.  As men grew to under-
stand the Divinity of Christ they grew to see that
the kingdom of God was also that of Christ—it was
here that the faith of the good thief excelled: “Tord,
rcmcr’r,ﬂ)cx" me when thou shalt come into thy king-
dom.” So,-t00, 48 men realized that this kingdom
stood foria certain tone of mind, and saw that this
peculiar 8pirit was enshrined in the Church, they be-
pan to speak of the Church as “the kingdom of
God”; ef. Col., i, 13; T Thess., ii, 12; Apoc., i, 6, 9;
v, 10, ete. The kingdom was regarded as Christ’s,
and ITe presents it to the ather; cf. I Cor., xv, 2~
28; 11 Tim., iv, 1. The kingdom of God means, then,
the ruling of God in our hearts; it means those prin-
ciples which scparate us off from the kingdom of the
world and the devil; it means the benign sway of
grace; ibumeans the. Church as that Divine institution
whereby we may make sure of attaining the spirit of
Christ and 80 win that ultimate kingdom of God
where Ile reigns without end in “the holy city, the
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
G?\;l - (Apo?;‘, x(xi, 2).
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